
I was shocked to read 
of an on-line dating 
web site which is 
being taken to court 
in France for 
targeting married 
people.   People are 
weak and make 
mistakes, but it is 
astonishing that someone 
shou ld  va lue  our 
promises so lightly that 
they actually try to 
encourage us to break 
them.   
Political promises 
I wonder how many you recognise 
of the Chancellors  in these 
photos? Do you remember 
their promises? The Budget 
this year marks the start of 
our final run-up to the 
elections: promises are made, 
a n d  s o m et im es  ke p t ; 
sometimes events prevent them 
being fulfilled, sometimes perhaps the 
promises were just unreasonable, or un-
keep-able.  What should we think about 
promises as we come to  the election? 

Broken promises 
In our own experience, promises 
can be hard to keep, and sometimes 
things are out of our hands, but we 
should hope people will judge us 
according to our integrity.  
Politicians  are people too, so I 
would want to use the same 
standards as I judge them. If they 
fail, it is fair to ask why—and to be 

hardest on them if it is their 
integrity which is at fault. Yes, 
we may be willing to understand 
and forgive human failings, but 
whether we will vote for them 
next time may well depend on 
their intentions. 
A better future 
We all hope when we receive 
promises that the result will 
be a better future.  
Whether it is marriage or a 
budget, we will hold on to 
the promises which matter 
to us.   
In this God’Spot of course 
I am conscious of God’s 
promises which will never 

be broken, the maker of 
which has absolute integrity 
and who has our best interests 
at heart.  And unlike spouses 

and politicians, he will 
never make mistakes or 
be overtaken by events. 
Do you remember any 
politicians’ promises? 
How many of God’s do you 
know? 
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