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St Thomas’s 

Oakwood
A brief history and guide to 

the building 1939-2012

Before 

1930…Open land
• Royal hunting lands

• Used for grazing London’s 

work-horses

• Only arable from WW2

Then came the Tube line, 

and housing developments The site

• Bought in 1938

• Cost £2,700

• First Minister Revd. 

Pat Gilliat

• Planned to build a 

hut on the site to 

meet in.

Meeting places before the 

hut: Christmas 1938

91 Sheringham Ave 54 Lowther Drive

The ‘church hut’ • Serv ices held 

there 19 Feb 

-14 Oct 1939

• Used during 

the war for 

Belgian 

refugees

• In 1947 used 

for a Primary 

School until 

Eversleywas 

built
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1939: Community groups formed: 

eg. Scouts, Guides and Choir

1939 church building stage 1

‘Basilica style’ building shape

St Clement Rome St Thomas Oakwood

1965 church building stage 2

1970 The 

organ

2010 and 2012 

Thieves damage 

the roof
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December 2010:

Rot in the spire!

Cutting the spire, bit by bit

March 2012:

Back in place Font
• Near the back because 

long ago this used to be 
as far as unbaptized 
people were allowed to 

go into a church.

• The symbol of the cross 

with a sword on it is the 
badge of the Grenadier 
Guards of the British 

Liberation Army, 
because this font was 
given in memory of a 

captain who died in 
that offensive.

The Chapel 

of the Holy 

Family

• Mary holds Jesus

• Joseph kneels to 

worship him

• The Holy Spirit is 

represented by a 

dove

Jesus said:
I am the 
resurrection 
and the life

I am the 
bread of 
life

• Just as seeds 
grow and are 
harv ested, so 
our faith grows

• God plants 
and waters 
the seed

• We tend and 
nurture faith 
and giv e it up 
to God

• The 
communion 
cup and 
bread remind 
us how we 
depend on 
Jesus for life

• From the empty 
tomb with its 
round stone at 
the bottom

• Look up to the 
empty cross with 
the nails still in it 
and the letters 
INRI (‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, King 
of the Jews’)

• And above is 
the dove 
representing the 
Holy Spirit, who 
gives life

• The lily and 
pomegranate 
symbolise 
eternal life
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The Mission window
• Jesus 
commanded 
us to go into 
all the world

• God sent the 
Holy Spirit 
(represented 
by dove and 
fire) who 
speaks 
through the 
bible

• We start here 
in Oakwood!

The symbol of St Thomas

• Based on an 

ancient carving 
from India, where 

St Thomas is said 

to have been the 

first missionary

• The Holy Spirit 

(above the cross) 

represented by a 

dove

• The font beneath 

the cross

Of course the church is much 

more than a building…


