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Dear Teacher 
 
St Thomas’s Oakwood is an Anglican church and was built in 1939. Today we welcome visitors to 
learn about the Christian faith.  
 
We would love to have your class or year group visit our church. This pack gives you some 
samples of what we can offer and have done with other schools. We will tailor each visit to your 
school’s preferences and our staff will be happy to try and accommodate your needs as best as 
we can. If you would like to come yourself prior to bringing a group, please do get in touch. 
 
What does a visit include? 
Our sessions are designed with children and the Enfield Religious Education scheme of work 
framework for KS1 and KS2 in mind and are led by staff experienced in teaching children. Our 
presentations are very child-friendly, using multi-media, props and interaction. There are 
opportunities for children to explore the building, use role play, music, crafts and activities to 
further their understanding. Take a look at the sample sessions on pages 4-9. 
 
How long does it take? 
The length is your choice. We advise 45 minutes as the shortest visit.  
 
How much does it cost? 
There is no cost for a visit. A donation to cover the cost of materials, and hall hire (if used) would 
be gladly accepted.  
 
How many children can we bring? 
Providing you meet the correct ratio of adults to children, we can accommodate up to 40 children 
per visit.  
 
Transport 
Regretfully, we do not have room for coaches to stay for the duration of the visit but recommend 
that they drop and return at a designated time. Coaches often park on Merrivale. 
 
We are close to Oakwood tube station 
(Piccadilly line) and bus station and the route 
from the station to the church is safe (with only 
one minor road crossing necessary). 
 
Bus routes 307 (Barnet, Brimsdown), 121 
(Enfield Lock, Turnpike Lane), 377 (Ponders 
End, Oakwood) all stop at Oakwood station; the 
299 (Cockfosters, Muswell Hill) goes nearby 
(from Avenue Road to the Fairway and up 
Reservoir Road) and is ‘hail and ride’ in that 
section.  The 377 is ‘hail and ride’ in the section 
of Prince George Avenue past the church so 
could stop very close to the building. 
 
Catering facilities and/or teaching space 

If a longer visit is desired, we have a hall with chairs and tables to seat up to 50 people which 
could be used for picnic lunches or as a teaching space.  However it is used regularly by 
community groups so would need to be booked well in advance.  If the weather is nice, the 
courtyard and grass outside the front of the church could make a safe and pleasant spot to eat a 
picnic lunch. 
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Disabled access 
We welcome all those with disabilities and try to cater for all needs as best we can. There is a flat 
alternative route for the main access to the building, we have a hearing loop and we can produce 
easy to read versions of our material. However, please appreciate that our building is not modern 
and was not designed to accommodate wheelchairs so some parts of the building are not easily 
accessible for wheelchairs, though there is a toilet which can accommodate wheelchair users. 
 
Staffing 
We can provide up to four guides/assistants to help your group. 
 
Preparing for and following up a visit 

When you confirm your visit with us we have various resources that we can send you to help you 
prepare your class for the visit and take away from the visit as a record of their learning. 
 

Video: Secret access 
Our video tour shows you the parts you would not get to see on a visit. Watch as we climb 
into the organ loft, see how the organ works, look in the safe at the communion vessels and 
church registers and climb in to the roof space. 

 
Powerpoint: Brief history of the church from 1939 to present day. 
 
Sheet to take home: Can you find it? (photo treasure hunt) 
 
Map of the church building- label the parts of our church building 
 
Unit specific activity sheets – see sample visits on pages 4-9 

 

 
Bookings  

We can take bookings for visits Monday-Friday during term times. For more information or to book 
or discuss a visit, please speak to our Vicar, Christopher Hobbs:  
 
Phone  020 8360 1749 
Email  Christopher.hobbs@london.anglican.org 
Write  St Thomas’s Vicarage 

2 Sheringham Avenue 
London 
N14 4UE 

Web:  www.st-toms.org.uk 
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Sample Session – Year 1: Unit A2 
Autumn Term [November or December] 

 

Session 3: Christmas  
 

Learning objectives: 
Children should learn: 
� How some Christians celebrate Christmas 
� That Christians believe Jesus is God’s Son 

 
Plan 
[Christmas Carols are playing as the children enter] 
 
Can you find it? [10 mins]: Using the photo booklets, find these places in the church. At each station 

there will be a character from the Nativity scene that each child needs to collect. 
When you find it, tick the box in your booklet until you have found all of them. 

 
Candles: Symbolism of light at Christmas [10 mins]:  Look at photos of three ways in which candles 

feature in the weeks leading up to Christmas (depending on the date of the visit the 
Advent wreath and candle lamp stands used for the candle-lit services may be there):  
we will also provide a Christingle.  Explain that Jesus said he is the ‘light of the 
world’, so the candles remind Christians that Jesus’ birth was the beginning of this 
new special time.   Invite the children to look around at the space they are in, then to 
close their eyes so they are in the dark.  Now imagine they see one candle lit in the 
dark, and think of the difference that light makes.  Explain that Christians use the 
time before Christmas to remember how ‘dark’ their lives are without Jesus, and how 
the Bible promised that Jesus would be born, and die, and that he will come back 
again. In a Christingle, the orange represents the world, the ribbon that Jesus came 
to die, and the sweets and fruit the promise of heaven when he comes again. Invite 
one child to light the candle. This is a good photo opportunity. 

 
Link to previous learning [1 min]: What do Christians say happened when Jesus was born? Ask them to 

help you retell the story.   
 
The Christmas story [<10 mins]: Using a Nativity set the children can help retell the Christmas story of 

Jesus’ birth.  Include the message of the Angels.  Who did they say Jesus was? 
The teacher may take photographs as each character is introduced into the Nativity set.   

 
Link to previous learning [2 mins]:  Why do Christians give presents? 
 
Make a nativity set [10 mins]: Children may then use the characters they have collected to make their 

own Nativity collage. 
 
Additional/alternative activities: 
Make 3D angels which can be combined into a mobile or a wall display for the classroom 
Make a christingle 
Hear carols played and/or sung or sing a carol 
Dressing up in Nativity costumes 
 
Follow up 

� Use the photographs taken on the Nativity scene to retell the story 
� Or alternatively save the build a nativity scene activity for follow up and use an alternative activity for 

visit (such as costumes) 
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Sample Session – Year 2: Unit C2 Growing up in a Christian 

Family 
Summer Term [June or July] 

 
Session 3: Baptism 

 
Learning objectives: 
Children should learn: 

� The symbols and actions of baptism mark a new beginning in the Christian family 
� Baptism expresses the hope that children will grow up to follow the teaching and example of Jesus 

and to trust him for themselves, or that adults who were not baptised as babies have decided to 
become Christians. 

 
Plan 
Can you find it booklets [10 mins]: use the photo booklets as a treasure hunt allowing the children to 

have a look around and notice particularly the stone font, the ‘portable font’, and the 
chapel of the Holy Family. 

 
Link to previous learning [2 mins]  

-Belonging to the family is expressed in Baptism 
    -It uses symbols (water and the cross) to tell us something 
 
The symbolism of water [5 mins]: Discuss the theme of water in the Bible, using props or powerpoint to 

remind of the story of Noah, and to think how it is a helpful symbol for washing and 
beginning a new life.   

 
The symbolism of white clothes [5 mins]: Illustrate the need for forgiveness and the fresh start Jesus 

gives using drama; one person has a dirty shirt which gets more marked every time they do 
something wrong. Jesus has a clean shirt and swaps it with theirs. 

 
The questions [5 mins]: Explain that before someone is baptised they are asked two sets of questions – 

firstly, about what they believe, and secondly, promises about how they want to behave.  
Link with the ‘clean shirt’ – we don’t want to make it dirty again!  The promises to: Repent of 
sin, Turn to Christ, Renounce evil. 

 
Promises [5 mins] Talk about promises we make and link to promises parents/godparents make to help 

the baby grow up as a Christian and follow Jesus. Show some photos of baptisms of both 
children and adults. 

 
The font and baptism demonstration [<10mins]:  Use the photos as a starting point to explain what the 

font is and how it is used. Ask for some volunteers to perform a baptism using a doll.   
 
The bible story of John the Baptist [10-15 mins] - watch a short video retelling the account of John the 

Baptist and his calling for repentance.  Discussion of what repentance means.  
 
Time for questions [5 mins] 
 
Additional/alternative activities 

 
• Make/paint/draw a church or items in the church 

• Colour picture of baby’s baptism/John the Baptist 

• Fill in the missing words from the promises 

• Images/activities linking to the idea of cleaning/washing 
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Sample Session – Year 4: Unit B2 
Spring Term [March or April] 

 
Session 5: The church as a Christian community 

 
Lesson objectives 

Children should learn: 
� About the sort of things found in church buildings 
� That religious buildings, objects and symbols have meaning for their users 
� What Christians do during church services helps them to follow Jesus and his teaching 
� For many Christians churches are special places 
� That Christians regard each other as part of their family 

 
Plan 
 
‘Detective work’  
I-Spy booklet [10 mins] Time to explore the building using a plan and photos to find the numbered 
objects.   
Detective discussion [10 mins] Looking at the church weekly newssheet, what can you learn about what 
it means to belong to the Christian community?  Look for evidence of: 

• Worship eg. bible readings, prayer 

• Personal commitment eg. giving, serving in creche etc 
• Learning and mission eg. home groups, youth & children’s clubs, other courses 

• Serving the community eg. Parents & toddlers 

• Fun eg. social events 
 

Link to previous learning: Meeting with other Christians, belonging to a community 
 
What happens at church - objects, their use and symbolism (<10 mins) 
A chance to ask about anything else they have noticed in the building, and to draw together learning so far: 
-Baptism (quick demonstration using font) (building upon session 1) 
-Bible teaching (Pulpit and lectern) – link to trying to live like Jesus (Session 2) 
-Communion (role play using cup and plate) (session 2) 
-Singing (organ demonstration, drums, keyboard, choir) 
-Missionary corner (our focus on world-wide mission) 
-Weddings and funerals (the church as part of the state) 
-Praying (kneelers) 
 
What happens outside of church – our life as a part of the community (5 mins) 
Watch a DVD illustrating some of the groups that take place during the week (after school club, Holiday 
club, home groups, P&T, prayer meeting) 
Questions [5 mins] 
 
Prayer [5 mins] 
Introduction: what does it mean to pray? Prayer as talking with God our Father, both in formal words and in 
our own words – ‘Thank you, sorry, please’.  Posture, places and props Christians might use to pray. 
The Lord’s Prayer - video extract of Jesus teaching the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Activity [10 mins] 
Children create own reflections using thoughts from the Lord’s Prayer eg. ‘If I could say anything to God I 
would want to say…’ 
 
Additional/alternative ideas 
Music Making - Have a time of music and singing 
Quiz - Questions on the teaching above 
Prayer stations – explore creative ways to reflect and pray eg. make a collage of things people might want 
to pray about, or using pictures to illustrate the Lord’s Prayer 
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Sample Session – Year 6: Unit B2 
Spring Term [March or April] 

 
Session 3: Holy Week and Easter 

 
Learning objectives 
Children should learn: 

� About the events of Holy Week which are recorded in the Christian Bible 
� About how Christians remember the events of the last week in the life of Jesus 
� Christians believe Jesus showed people how to love and serve others 
� About how Christians remember Jesus whenever they share communion bread and wine 

 
Plan – minimum visit length 60mins 
 
Groups of max.10 children begin the tour staggered in 10 minutes intervals, groups starting either at 
Activity 1, 4 or 5.  Each activity is designed to take about 10 minutes. 
 
Activity 1:  (in the chancel area) 

Mary anoints Jesus – sample different perfumes, smells and oils 
  Washing the disciples feet – put your feet in a bowl of water 

The Last supper – (holy table) taste some bread and grape juice 
 

Activity 2:  (in the Chapel) 
The Garden of Gethsemane - enter a garden scene and imagine the fear of Jesus 
Role play the following scenes, reading the story from the bible: 
Jesus is arrested – use the props/costumes to look like soldiers 
The Trial – pretend you are Pilate and wash your hands.  Was Jesus guilty or innocent? 
Trial by the Romans – see the whips and weapons 
The soldiers mock Jesus - listen to the crowd 
Peter disowns Jesus – listen for the sound of the Cockerel 
The crucifixion – hammer nails into a cross, imagine the darkness and see a curtain torn in 

two 
 
Activity 3:  (in the porch and narthex) 

The burial of Jesus – put a wrapped ‘body’ in an Easter garden 
Mary sees Jesus alive – children light a candle 
Discussion: Feelings – how do you think Christians feel when they hear the account of 
Jesus’ death and burial? How does that change at Easter with the resurrection?  

 
Activity 4: (in the Choir Vestry: a group starts here whilst waiting for their Activity 1-3 tour to begin): 
 
Punishment and Reconciliation – a game to help the children to understand these concepts which are 
fundamental to understanding Christian teaching about the cross. 
 
Activity 5: (in the Nave: another group starts here whilst waiting for their Activity 1-3 tour to begin): 
 
Remembering – a discussion.  What ways do we remember someone who has died or gone far away? 
(note the war memorial and book of remembrance).  Link with the idea of self-sacrifice. Why is it important 
for Christians to remember Jesus and how do they remember him? 
 
Gather together for plenary 
 
Optional/Additional activities 
Watch a DVD clip of the events of Holy Week and Easter, from Palm Sunday to Easter (approx. 15 mins) 
 

 


